ATC LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES
August 8, 2009
9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Members:

Eileen Booher, Lone Star College System

Arnold Goldberg, Houston Community College

Anita Hinojosa, Coastal Bend Tech Prep

Franklin Higgins, Aldine ISD

Hector Rendon, San Benito CISD

David McAnally, Trinity Valley CC

Mark Kincaid, Pflugerville ISD

Sharyl Kincaid, Capital Area Tech Prep
Guests:

Karen Batchelor, TEA

Kelly Callaway, TEA

Vangie Stice-Israel, TEA

Martí Kennedy, THECB

Barbara Smith, TxVSN

Brent Bakken, Region 4

Staff:

Bob Lucas—Gulf Coast Tech Prep
Erna Joy Dempsey— Lone Star College, ATC Maintenance

Kay Maignaud—Gulf Coast Tech Prep
Athena Friday-Black—Lone Star College, ATC Project Manager
Bill Wilson, SFA ATC Office

Krista Guerrero, SFA ATC Office

Purpose:

Responsibilities of the ATC Leadership Committee

The Advanced Technical Credit (ATC) Leadership Committee is charged with assisting in developing a formal mechanism for the continuous, systematic review and improvement of Advanced Technical Credit course alignments in subject areas for which alignments have previously been completed.  The ATC Leadership Committee is also responsible for a process to address issues related to implementation of the ATC standard articulation agreement.

Members and guests introduced themselves.

Review of Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made and passed to accept the minutes.

New Staff Addition (Athena Friday-Black)
Athena Friday-Black was introduced as the new ATC Program Manager.  She will be responsible for the trainings, alignment process, and overall management of the grant.

Special Presentation—TX Virtual School Network
Barbara Smith and Brent Bakken gave an overview of the Texas Virtual School Network (www.txvsn.org).  They currently offer high school courses online for dual credit.  This may be a link that can be used to help with the ATC credit process.

Committee Discussion: ATC Issues
Alignment/Crosswalk Development Status
Erna Joy Dempsey presented the draft courses from some of the alignment meetings held during the month of July.  There seems to be a lower number of courses due to the realignment of the TEKS.  The drafts will be emailed to the members of the alignment committee for review and then forwarded to others for input.  The drafts should be ready for approval by the ATC Leadership Committee meeting in October.

HST Practicum

The HST courses were discussed regarding the Practicums.  The colleges didn’t feel they could align those since they were not assigned a specific PEIMS number and thus couldn’t determine which practicum a student would have pursued during high school.  Due to the Practicums being a Capstone course—it is not recommended for articulation.  

Karen Batchelor indicated that the aligned courses should be ready for the TEA teacher trainings in the spring 2010.  The “train the trainer” will happen in October so the crosswalk would need to be ready by that time so they can be trained on it also.  Vangie will communicate the timeline regarding the trainings as they are developed.

What happens to students currently in a plan with articulated credit?  It would be up to the post-secondary schools to review the student’s transcripts to determine the credit to be awarded.

End of Course Exams

Lindle Grigsby met with members last night to give an update on the EOC exams.  There has been some negativity from his cohorts and others regarding End of Courses Exams.  Once the crosswalk is completed, it was suggested that 2 to 3 courses be taken and developed with several colleges, who do not participate in ATC, for coursework.  The ability to have teacher credentials available for review and the End of Course Exams may overcome some of the objections to ATC.

There was discussion on who would administer the testing:  high school teacher?  Hands on projects or project based exam requirements are to be addressed also.  A pilot test would be used for 3 to 4 courses and then determine the outcomes and any improvements that would be needed.

Alternative Training Options

Suggestions were discussed regarding alternate ways to make the information available to all the high school teachers.  It could be by Webinars or TETN.

Planned Facilitator Training
There is a planned facilitators training for the Tech Prep Directors around the November 5th quarterly meeting.

ATC Training Report
Summer trainings have just finished.  There are some regional trainings around the state that will happen in September.  

TEA Update
Karen Batchelor gave an update on the new TEKS and implementation of them.  The contract for ATC will be a non-competitive grant through SFASU.  This will allow consistency, streamline the process, and thus become more efficient for the TEA.  The TEA has adopted the Federal Per Diem rates for travel and thus changes the standard travel reimbursement items, effective September 1, 2009.  It was suggested due to travel funds being restricted that this committee may want to meet less during the year.  

THECB Update
The Tech Prep department is fully staffed now.  They are developing 1 year and 3 year plans for site visits.

SFASU ATC Update
Trainings are happening.  There were over 200 trained teachers at the summer conferences.  The 2006 records are being scanned.  Applications are being processed from the summer trainings.  The applications have been reworked and the wordings have been updated to include the release of information to colleges.  Twitter is also being used a resource for updates.

Election of Officers

The chair has a 2 year term that expires this month.  Arnold Goldberg was re-nominated for Chair and Eileen Booher will continue to be the Co-Chair.  The term of office will be from 9/1/2009 to 8/31/2011.

Future Meeting Date
The next meeting will be held on October 9th from 9:00 to 2:00.  Reservations for rooms will be for the night of the 8th.

Meeting adjourned. 

