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Course Outcomes – Fundamentals of Criminal Law

(CJSA 1327)

Course Description:

A study of the nature of criminal law; philosophical and historical development; major definitions and concepts; classification of crime; elements of crimes and penalties using Texas statutes as illustrations; criminal responsibility.

Learning Outcomes:

Explain the historical and philosophical development of the nature of criminal law; describe definitions and concepts of criminal law and the classifications of crimes and penalties using Texas statutes as illustrations; list the elements of crimes using the Texas statutes as an illustration; and discuss criminal responsibilities as they apply to the criminal statutes.

	Expected Competencies

(The enhanced course must include the following competencies.)
	Check if “Yes”

	The student can:


	

	1.
	Employ a working knowledge of the organization of the Texas Penal Code.
	

	2.
	Define the general provisions of the Texas Penal Code.
	

	3.
	Discuss the level of proof required to convict a person of an offense.
	

	4.
	Define terms as they relate to multiple prosecutions.
	

	5.
	Determine the culpable mental states as they relate to the Texas Penal Code and examine the requirement of a causation link between conduct and result.
	

	6.
	Relate when one person is criminally responsible for the conduct of another.
	

	7.
	Recognize general defenses to criminal responsibility.
	

	8.
	Classify offenses and their punishments.
	

	9.
	Identify the elements of preparatory offenses.
	

	10.
	Identify and apply the elements of offenses against the person as they relate to:
	

	
	A.  Criminal homicide;

B.  Kidnapping and false imprisonment;

C.  Sexual offenses;

D.  Assault offenses.
	

	11.
	Identify and apply the elements of offenses against the family.
	

	12.
	Identify and apply the elements of offenses against property as they relate to:
	

	
	A.  Arson, criminal mischief, and other property damage or destruction;

B.  Robbery;

C.  Burglary and criminal trespass;

D.  Theft;

E.  Fraud.
	

	13.
	Identify and apply the elements of offenses against public administration as they relate to:
	

	
	A.  Bribery and corrupt influence;

B.  Perjury and other falsification;

C.  Obstruction governmental operations;

D.  Abuse of office.
	

	14.
	Identify and apply the elements of offenses against public order and decency as they relate to:
	

	
	A.  Disorderly conduct and related offenses;

B.  Public indecency.
	

	15.
	Identify and apply the elements of offenses against public health, safety and morals as they relate to:
	

	
	A.  Weapons;

B.  Gambling;

C.  Conduct affecting public health;

D.  Intoxication and alcoholic beverages.
	

	16.
	Identify and apply the elements of offenses involving organized crime and criminal street gangs.
	

	17.
	Define use of force, custody, escape, deadly force, force, and necessary force.
	

	18.
	List and explain the legal authorities for the use of force.
	

	19.
	Discuss the civil liability of officers and legal remedies available to citizens when excessive/unnecessary force is used.
	

	20.
	Identify definitions relating to use of force.
	

	21.
	Describe psychological aspects of the use of force.
	

	22.
	Identify the deciding factors for use of force when affecting an arrest.
	

	23.
	Identify the most common types of shooting incidents involving peace officers.
	

	24.
	Identify the most frequent types of resistance encountered by law enforcement officers.
	

	25.
	Identify moral considerations and forces affecting an officer’s decision to use deadly force.
	

	26.
	List and discuss force options available to peace officers.
	

	27.
	Identify the principal considerations in applying a force continuum.
	

	28.
	Discuss the impact of an officer’s professional presence.
	

	29.
	Identify the various aspects of communication strategies used when dealing with the public.
	

	30.
	Identify elements that an officer must recognize and control in every encounter.
	

	31.
	Identify some helpful “tools” used in redirecting someone’s behavior using verbal persuasion.
	

	32.
	Recognize criteria relating to a professional peace officer’s use of force.
	

	33.
	Identify typical procedures that are followed after an officer is involved in a shooting.
	

	34.
	Identify the possible consequences that may arise from improper or excessive use of force.
	

	35.
	Identify factors that the courts use to determine if unreasonable force was used in a case.
	


Textbook, Hardware/Software, and Tool Recommendations:

Schmalleger, Frank.  Criminal Law Today; Prentice Hall.

Texas Criminal Law and Motor Vehicle Handbook; Gould Publishing.
