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Course Outcomes – Introduction to Early Childhood Education

(CDEC 1311/1411)

	Course Description:
An introduction to the profession of early childhood education, focusing on developmentally appropriate practices, types of programs, historical perspectives, ethics, and current issues.

	Learning Outcomes:

The student will discuss the contributions of key historical and contemporary theorists to the field of early childhood education, explain the features of a developmentally appropriate program for young children, define development and define each of the four basic developmental areas, describe the types of early childhood programs, and analyze future trends and issues of the early childhood profession. The student will demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics and developmental stages of an early childhood professional.


	Expected Competencies

(The enhanced course must include the following competencies.)
	Check if “Yes”

	The student can:


	

	1.  
	Define development and developmental domains.
	

	2.  
	Discuss contributions of historical and contemporary theorists to the field of early childhood educations.
	

	3.  
	Explain features of a developmentally appropriate program for children.
	

	
	A.  Define developmentally appropriate.

B.  Discuss how knowledge of child growth and development impacts developmentally appropriate practices (DAP).

C. Compare a developmentally appropriate classroom with one that is not developmentally appropriate in relation to child-staff ratio, group size, and teacher qualifications and training.

D. Explain how developmentally appropriate programs are impacted by differences in family structures and social and cultural backgrounds.

E.  Explain how play is the foundation for children’s learning.
	

	4.
	Compare and contrast the types of early childhood programs.
	

	5.
	Identify current trends and issues in the early childhood profession.
	

	
	A.  Identify childcare research findings and report on the effects of childcare on children, their families, and/or society.

B.  Identify current legislation in the field of early childhood/special needs.

C.  Discuss public policy, how it developed, and its impact on children and families.

D.  Describe inclusion and its implications for the early childhood classroom.

E.  Explain the importance of early intervention programs.
	

	6.
	Explain characteristics and development stages of an early childhood professional.
	

	
	A.  List characteristics of an early childhood professional

B.  Discuss career opportunities for the early childhood professional.

C.  List educational and experience requirements for early childhood professionals and the positions they hold.

D.  Discuss the Texas Career Development System, including the practitioner’s portfolio.

E.  Describe the profession’s code of ethical conduct and its application in everyday practice.

F.  Discuss the role of early childhood professional organizations in the development of an early childhood professional.

G.  Describe the purpose of, and opportunities for, professional growth and development.

H.  Identify skills needed to locate and obtain employment.

I.  Describe advocacy as it relates to an early childhood professional.

J.  Identify community resources available to early childhood professionals when making a referral.
	


Textbook, Hardware/Software, and Tool Recommendations:

Gestwicki Delmar Publishers.  Essentials of Early Childhood Education.

Course Outcomes – Family and the Community 
(CDEC 1303/1403)

Course Description:

A study of the relationship between the child, family, community, and educators, including a study of parent education and involvement, family and community lifestyles, child abuse, and current family life issues.

Learning Outcomes:

The student will examine literature on parenting styles and effective parenting techniques; discuss issues relating to families and communities and literature relating to diverse cultures and lifestyles; summarize ways to communicate and interact with parents and families. The student will recognize signs of abuse and neglect and describe ways to work effectively with abused and neglected children.

	Expected Competencies

(The enhanced course must include the following competencies.)
	Check if “Yes”

	The student can:


	

	1.
	Examine research on parenting styles and identify effective parenting techniques.
	

	2.
	Discuss issues relating to families and communities.
	

	3.
	Discuss literature relating to diverse cultures and lifestyles.
	

	4.
	Summarize ways to communicate and interact with parents and families.
	

	5.
	Recognize signs of abuse and neglect and describe ways to work effectively with abused and neglected children.
	


Textbook, Hardware/Software, and Tool Recommendations:

None.

