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Course Outcomes – Introduction to Criminal Justice

(CJSA 1322)

Course Description:
History and philosophy of criminal justice and ethical considerations; crime defined; its nature and impact; overview of criminal justice system; law enforcement; court system; prosecution and defense; trial process; corrections.

Learning Outcomes:

Describe and explain the history, philosophy and ethical considerations of criminal justice; define the nature and impact of crime on society and how it is integrated in to the criminal justice system; distinguish between the civil and criminal court systems; and interpret the relationship between the components of the criminal justice system.

	Expected Competencies

(The enhanced course must include the following competencies.)
	Check if “Yes”

	The student can:


	

	1.
	The student will understand and appreciate the history of policing.
	

	
	A.  Describe and identify significant historical events that have influenced current trends in policing.

B.  Describe the origin and the evolution of policing in Texas.

C.  Identify the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Education (TCLEOSE) history and role in Texas law enforcement.
	

	2.
	Describe the development of the Criminal Justice system in the United States.
	

	3.
	The student will understand and appreciate the specific roles and inter-relationships of the various components within the Criminal Justice System.
	

	
	A.  Outline the structure and role of the Criminal Justice System.

B.  Explain how the three components of the criminal justice system directly impact each other.

C.  Identify the differences between civil and criminal law.

D.  Identify the civil/criminal courts and their jurisdiction.
	

	4.
	Identify the concepts, functions and changing aspects of the criminal law.
	

	5.
	Delineate between federal, state, county and municipal law enforcement agencies inclusive of their functions and jurisdictions.
	

	6.
	Identify the hierarchy and interrelationship of the federal and state criminal court system.
	

	7.
	Describe and discuss the various and their roles within the court process.
	

	8.
	Outline and identify the trial process and its requisites procedures.
	

	9.
	Recognize the role of probation and summarize the current issues that impact the criminal justice system and society.
	

	10.
	Identify the role of corrections and relate its pending issues to the impact on the criminal justice field and society.
	

	11.
	Identify the differences between juvenile and adult justice system.
	

	12.
	Identify, compare and interpret the current issues (political, psychological, sociological, economic, etc.) that are confronting the criminal justice field.
	

	13.
	Discuss both the historical and current status of hiring trends, recruitment and the training processes in the field.
	

	14.
	Identify and differentiate among the different schools of criminological thought and the key theorists associated with each school.
	

	15.
	Identify the various sentencing alternatives and their impact upon society.
	


Textbook, Hardware/Software, and Tool Recommendations:

Newman and Anderson.  Introduction to Criminal Justice; McGraw Hill Publisher.
